By Sr Yvonne Ridley
Political editor
	  We know Agenda attracts a huge army of supporters but the international pressure group Cage Prisoners says it was overwhelmed by the positive reaction from viewers recently. 
 Scores of you from Islam Channel contacted the Cage Prisoner website to offer help and support after tuning in to a harrowing, week-long special awareness campaign into torture.
 Victims of torture, human rights experts, prisoners from both overseas and the UK came together to discuss the issue which brings shame on many Muslim countries around the world. 
 Viewers could not fail to be moved as ex-Guantanamo detainee Moazzam Begg described how he was kidnapped from his home in Pakistan as his pregnant wife and three young children lay sleeping.
 Although he spent several years in the notorious Guantanamo Bay, Cuba the focus of Moazzam's story was on the inhumane and often horrific conditions he was held under first by Pakistan intelligence and then at the hands of the US military in Bagram, Afghanistan. 
 His whole dramatic story is relayed in his best-selling book Enemy Combatant published by Simon and Schuster. And of course the brother reminded us of the plight of the remaining Guantanamo detainees including the eight British 
residents.
 We all winced as Iraqi brother Ahmed Shabib talked for the first time about his own two-month ordeal in a Jordanian prison at the hands of torturers who later tried to recruit him as a British spy.
 His stories of being jammed into prison broom cupboards to keep him hidden from visiting, international human rights observers were almost unbelievable. 
 But the fine detail of his story and the ability to articulate it in such
chilling detail gave huge credibility to a drama which could have come straight from a Hollywood script.
 Every one of us was moved as Maajid Nawaz talked candidly at how the men who routinely tortured him over four years in a Cairo prison would break off to perform salat. 
 He was one of three British citizens arrested in Egypt and given five year
sentences for promoting a so-called banned Islamic group in the holiday hotspot much favoured by the British Prime Minister Tony Blair and his family ... a point of irony not lost on Maajid or his cellmates. 
 And then we had a political prisoner called Moustafa sneaking a call from one of Morocco's hell holes where, he revealed, one inmate dies every three weeks from torture and abuse.
 His views were supported a few days later by Moroccan-born British citizen 
Abdulatif Merroun who was released from prison in Morocco just days earlier
after being pardoned by the King of Morocco.
 Islam Channel viewers may remember Agenda first highlighted the plight of
Adbulatif when his wife Leila came on to the show last year saying he was the victim of a miscarriage of justice. 
 Another prison inmate, known to viewers only as Detainee I, called from Long Lartin prison in the UK to talk about the mental torture he said the British
Government were inflicting on him and other brothers.
 He told Agenda how he and five fellow Algerians, being held without trial or 
charge, were demanding to be returned to their homeland rather than remain in the uncertain legal limbo they found themselves under in Britain.
 As a result of allegedly breaking prison rules, the Home Office banned the Algerian prisoners from making further calls to Political Editor Yvonne Ridley. 
At the time of writing this article news smuggled out from HMP Long Lartin revealed some of the Algerian inmates had gone on hunger strike in protest at their treatment.
 But perhaps one of the most gripping moments of Torture Week was provided during an overseas call to Iraq to hear from the prisoner who became the gruesome but iconic symbol of US-inflicted torture from within the walls of notorious Abu Ghraib. 
 Ali Shalal Abbas Alâ€™Kaissi will forever be remembered in the gruesome hooded image of a man standing on a box holding on to electrical wires in the Iraqi jail.
 He revealed to Agenda viewers how he believed torture was continuing and that children were also being held in Iraq's prisons. He is now using his own 
horrific experience to help others and has launched a prisoner aid group.
 Asim Qureshi from Cage Prisoners was a regular guest on the show during Torture Week and because of your amazing response to the Cage website, we at Agenda decided to join forces and launch a weekly spot highlighting the plight of a Cage political prisoner. 
 Every Friday, insh'Allah, Asim will highight a case of injustice and ask you
for your help in trying to campaign for their release.
 Details of the first political prisoner were heart-breaking as Asim Qureshi identified mother-of-three Aafia Siddiqui who was last seen in Karachi getting into a taxi with her three young children in April 2003. 
 Not only is Cage Prisoners determined to secure the freedom of this brilliant
academic, but they want to find out exactly where she is being held and by who.
 Reports surrounding her disappearance are confusing to say the least, but it is widely speculated that she was picked up by Pakistan's intelligence agency, the ISI, and handed over to US custody after the FBI accused her of being a major player in the War on Terror. 
 It seems, according to Asim, that bungling American intelligence thought the former Boston, US resident was a microbiologist. The reality is Aafia is a highly valued and qualified medical scientist specialising in neurology.  Now there are fears she has become one of the so-called Ghost Detainees ... 
there are said to be thousands of 'Muslim Ghosts' hidden in prisons around the world away from the scrutiny of human rights organisations.
 Viewers have been asked to use all their networking and contact skills to try and track down the sister and we hope to have some positive news coming soon. 
 If you want to help in the search for Aafia or have news of her whereabouts please send an email to agenda@islamchannel.tv
 We are still receiving many enquiries from those of you who want to know more about victims of torture. Here are a few useful addresses. Cage prisoners:
www.cageprisoners.com; Moroccan political prisoners: www.maroc-realites.net; details of Maajid Nawaz of the Cairo Three: 
http://www.hizb.org.uk/pressnew/index.php?id=3134; Ali Shalal Abbas Al Kaissi and the Association of Victims of American Occupation Prisons:
Iraqisourheart@yahoo.com ; or ali_shalal1@yahoo.com  For latest news on Omar Degayhes and other British Guantanamo residents: www.save-omar.org.uk; Human rights group Reprieve run by Clive Stafford Smith: www.reprieve.org.uk; Human Rights Watch: www.hrw.org; The Burma Campaign website: www.burmacampaign.org.uk; Amnesty International website: www.amnesty.org 
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I FEEL very uncomfortable about the pop culture which is growing around some so-called Nasheed artists. Of course I use the term 'Nasheed artists' very lightly. Islamic 'boy bands' and Muslim 'popsters' would probably be more appropriate. 

Eminent scholars throughout history have often opined that music is haram, and I don't recall reading anything about the Sahaba whooping it up to the sound of music. Don't get me wrong. I'm all for people letting off steam, but in a dignified manner and one which is appropriate to their surroundings. 

The reason I am expressing concern is that just a few days ago at a venue in Central London, sisters went wild in the aisles as some form of pop-mania swept through the concert venue. And I'm not just talking about silly, little girls who don't know any better; I am talking about sisters in their 20's, 30's and 40's, who squealed, shouted, swayed and danced. Even the security guys who looked more like pipe cleaners than bulldozers were left looking dazed and confused as they tried to stop hijabi sisters from standing on their chairs. Of course the stage groupies did not help at all as they waved and encouraged the largely female Muslim crowd to "get up and sing along." (They're called 'Fluffers' in lap-dancing circles!) 

The source of all this adulation was British-born Sami Yusuf, who is so proud of his claret-colored passport that he wants us all to wave the Union Jacks. I'm amazed he didn't encourage his fans to sing "Land of Hope and Glory." Brother Sami asked his audience to cheer if they were proud to be British ,and when they responded loudly, he said he couldn't hear them and asked them to cheer again. 

How can anyone be proud to be British? Britain is the third most hated country in the world. The Union Jack is drenched in the blood of our brothers and sisters across Iraq, Afghanistan, and Palestine. Our history is steeped in the blood of colonialism, rooted in slavery, brutality, torture, and oppression. And we haven't had a decent game of soccer since we lifted the World Cup in 1966. 

Apparently Sami also said one of the selling points of Brand UK was having Muslims in the Metropolitan Police Force! Astafur'Allah! Dude, these are the same cops who have a shoot-to-kill policy and would have gunned down a Muslim last year if they could tell the difference between a Bangladeshi and a Brazilian. This is the same police force that has raided more than 3000 Muslim homes in Britain since 9/11. What sort of life is there on Planet Sami, I wonder? If he is so proud to be British, why is he living in the great Middle Eastern democracy of Egypt? 

Apparently the sort of hysteria Sami helped encourage is also in America, and if it is happening on both sides of the Atlantic, then it must be creeping around the globe and poisoning the masses. Islamic boy bands like 786 and Mecca 2 Medina are also the subject of the sort of female adulation you expect to see on American Pop Idol or the X-Factor. Surely Islamic events should be promoting restrained and more sedate behavior. 

Do we blame the out-of-control sisters? Or do we blame the organizers for allowing this sort of excessive behavior which demeans Islam? Or do we blame the artists themselves?

Abu Ali and Abu Abdul Malik, struggling for their Deen, would certainly not try to whip up this sort of hysteria. Neither would the anonymous heroic Nasheed artists who sing for freedom; check out Idhrib Ya Asad Fallujah, and you will know exactly what I mean. 

Fallujah is now synonymous with the sort of heroic resistance that elevated the Palestinians of Jenin to the ranks of the resistance written about in the Paris Communeand the Siege of Leningrad. The US military has banned the playing of any Nasheeds about Fallujah because of the power and the passion it evokes. 

If those Nasheeds had sisters running in the streets whooping and dancing, however, the Nasheeds may be encouraged because of haram activity surrounding them.

Quite frankly, I really don't know how anyone in the Ummah can really let go and scream and shout with joy at pleasure domes when there is so much brutality and suffering going on in the world today. 

The rivers of blood flow freely from the veins of our brothers and sisters from across the Muslim world. Screaming and shouting the names of musical heroes drown out the screams coming from the dungeons of Uzbekistan where brothers and sisters are boiled alive in vats of water. 

How many will jump up and down and wave their arms in the air, shouting wildly for justice for our kin in Kashmir, Afghanistan, Chechnya, Palestine, and Iraq? There are many more killing fields as well across the Asian and Arab world. Will you climb on theater chairs and express your rage over Guantanamo Bay and other gulags where our brothers and sisters are being tortured, raped, sodomized, beaten, and burned? 

Or will you just switch off this concerned sister and switch on to the likes of Sami Yusuf because he can sell you a pipe dream with his soothing words and melodic voice? 


Oh, Muslims, wake up! The Ummah is not bleeding; it is hemorrhaging.
Listen not to what is haram. Listen to the pain of your global family. 

